
Meet Higashi from Japan
Gender: Male
Age (at arrival): 15 years
Program length: Year
Graduation Date: March 2020
Religion: Catholic

GPA: Average/Fair
Quartile: Q2(Middle-high position)
ELTiS: 212

Higashi's family knows him to be friendly, thoughtful, and funny. It is always Higashi's mission to 
make people smile. He likes to make jokes and do funny voices to cheer up others. And of course he 
likes to laugh, too! He is a huge fan of comics, cartoons, like Family Guy, and movies. He draws 
comics himself and has been working on it since he was five. He is the head of his school's movie 
club. They get together just to watch and enjoy movies! He is excited to come to the USA and learn 
about everyday life in America, as well as share the best parts of Japanese culture with his host 
family.

Good to Know
ABOUT ME:
Catholic, Family oriented, Leadership, Academic, Cheerful, Funny, Outgoing, Creative, After school clubs, 
Attends weekly religious services, Volunteering, Listening to music, Television, Movies, Travel

Service Ref: 17-00148

In accordance with US Department of State Regulations, host families of J-1 exchange students must be fully screened and 
accepted before viewing actual student photos. To initiate the screening process, start our hosting application today.

afsusa.org/host | 1.800.AFS.INFO

646-381-3303 | snanez@afsusa.org

For more information, contact:  Shanna Nanez



Dear Host Family 

 

Hello! My name is Higashi I am ordinary 16-years-old boy who live in big town in  

Japan. I am in a third grade of Japanese junior high school.  

 

My strong points are strong sense of responsibility and a powerful belief. I am kind to 

everyone. I am always kind and my friend and family said that I am very cheerful 

friendly and kind to all. I have never been shy to talk with someone. It is easy for me to 

make new friends. I like to talk or make a speech in front of people. 

 

I belong to the school movie club. Our club contents are very simply someone will 

bring a DVD and we will watch that movie. I love movie so it a great club for me. 

There are 6 people in this club. I am in charge of that movie club. And I am trying to 

make our club bigger and bigger. And I also love to draw comics. I love to draw a picture 

since when I was 5years-old. Drawing something makes me happy and makes me feel 

better. And also I belong to the school volunteer-work. We call it KSN .Our job is to help 

teacher at a schools’ briefing session or big school test. I like to volunteer. 

 

Next let me introduce my family. I live with my parents and older sister. My family is 

always ready to assist me whenever I need their help or support. 

 

My father is a hard worker and he work for a traditional Japanese theater. He is always 

late from work almost every day. He tries to spend time with us as much as possible. My 

mother is a greatest person in my life. She always thinks of the family. My sister is a 

second grader of the high school students. My sister loves to read manga.  She is so 

busy at her studies now. She is in a college prep cram school at night to study more and 

more. So there is no time for her to eat dinner with family now. I am very talkative. But 

other members of my family are rather quiet. My sister is a kind person. Of course we 

some time have a fight for small reason. But we both love each other as sister and 

brother. 

 

The most important thing in a life is to laugh. Laughter has a strong power than 

anything. When I saw a people who looks sad, I will listen to them what went wrong 

with it and tell them some funny joke. I am talented to makes people happy. I can do a 

lots of funny voices. It is against my policy to hate to laugh. 

 

Letter to Host Family



The most difficult time in my life was when my grandfather passed away. He was very 

kind and cheerful he played with me when I was kid. My grandparents lived near my 

house so we used to play at their house. But he became weak when he got to 

87-years-old. He had a stroke and was at the hospital for 2-yaars. And last year 

December 15th he passed away. He was 89-years-old. I will never forget him. 

 

When I finish my studying abroad in high school, I want to work in foreign country to 

introduce Japanese culture. I have been interested in foreign countries since when I was 

young, so that is why I decided to be a high school exchange student. I can be a part of 

everyday life there and not just a tourist. I want to see that how people with a lot of 

different backgrounds and culture live together and form one nation. I love to learn 

Sado, Tea Ceremony. So I want to show it to foreign people more Japanese culture. I 

would like to make friends through introducing each other’s culture. I would like to 

share my hobby with my new friends.  

 

In the future, I want a work that helps lots of people. I like to help people. Maybe I could 

work at NGO. 

 

Thank you for reading my essay. See you in a near future. 

 

Higashi  

Letter to Host Family


